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Research on Interdisciplinary Educational Program
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The aim of this study was to create and implement an interdisciplinary education
program focused on fostering caring thinking and ecological sensitivity among
elementary school students. The study also aims to validate the effectiveness of the
education program. In the Korean curriculum of 2022, ecological education
curriculum encompasses three main aspects: knowledge and understanding,
process and function, and values and attitudes. Within these, the “values and
attitudes” component holds particular significance, as it emphasizes the core
competency of ecological sensitivity. This competency recognizes the intrinsic
connection between knowledge and action, acknowledging our role as individuals
who strive to engage in meaningful actions aligned with our values, empathy, and
sense of responsibility.

In this context, ecological education and "Philosophy for Children (P4C)" converge
with shared objectives. P4C strives to enhance the correlation between knowledge
and action by encouraging learners to generate their own inquiry questions
concerning issues and collaboratively explore them. By examining how these two
fields align, this study seeks to illuminate the potential synergy in fostering caring
thinking and ecological sensitivity within educational contexts. Therefore, it is
discovered that harmonious interrelation between the constituent elements of
ecological sensitivity and the prescribed criteria for caring thinking put forth by
P4C [Figure 1].

empathic
compassionate
sympathetic
solicitous

prizing liking participating obliging
valuing loving managing demanding
admiring fostering saving expectant

appreciative ‘ affective ‘ ‘ active ‘ ‘ normative ‘

awe empathy
aesthetic experience care & fostering

feeling sympathy
compassion

biophia
[Figure 1] The Connection between Standards of Caring Thinking and Elements of Ecological Sensitivity

Inspired by the correlation between ecological sensitivity and caring thinking, we
designed an educational program consisting of a total of four lessons. In selecting
the core topics for each lesson to strike a balance, we tried to show a careful
connection between the elements of ecological sensitivity and caring thinking. We
also organized class activities around one or two keywords a lesson, adhering to the
standard class period of 40 minutes in public elementary schools in Korea, to create

an environment where students could empathize and critically reflect.
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