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Fostering Climate Action — The Role of Affect in

Environmental Education

Roger C. BAARS (Senior Lecturer, GSGES, Kyoto University, Japan)

Key words: Climate Change Education, Emotions, Affect, Teaching Practices

Abstract:

We have seen growing efforts in formal education to increase environmental awareness and
foster climate literacy. Traditionally, climate change education focused on cognitive learning
and knowledge transfer, often shaped by narrow disciplinary concepts, e.g., in science
education. Global environmental problems, such as climate change, however, are complex
and present new challenges to both educators and students. Thus, more holistic approaches
to climate change teaching and learning are required to improve overall learning outcomes

and allow students to move from climate change awareness to climate action.

In contrast to traditional perspectives on emotions as creating irrational and problematic
behaviors, current research on affect in education has shown that emotions can foster
constructive behaviors that could help tackling global threats, such as climate change. This
paper considers the importance of affective framings used in climate change education in
relation to classroom practices of teaching and learning. The paper does not explore the
conceptual differences between affect and emotions in detail but focuses on what emotions

(could) do or discourage students from doing instead.

The paper highlights the potential of affective framings and teaching practices in education to
foster higher levels of climate engagement and action among youth. The paper analyses the
affective framings of climate change information in secondary (junior-high and high school)
geography, civics and social studies textbooks currently used in Kyoto Prefecture, Japan, and
illustrates how teachers’ affective practices connect to student motivation, empowerment,
and activism. The paper discusses a variety of emotional assemblages observed in classroom

settings, including trust, hope, anxiety, and boredom.
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Ecological Education Linked to the Curriculum
through Whole School Approach in an Elementary
School in Korea

Sun-Kyung Lee (Cheongju National University of Education)*
Hyungson Ju (Korea National Open University)
Namsoo Kim (Korea Research Institute for Environment & Development)

Key words: ecological education, curriculum, whole school approach, elementary school,
professional learning community(PLC)

Education for sustainable development (ESD) in schools appears in various ways depending on the
historical background and perspectives of education in each country, including an approach that
integrates sustainability into existing subjects and a whole school approach for sustainability. This
study explores the case of elementary school A, where the whole school approach for sustainability
is carried out in the form of ecological education linked to the curriculum. Elementary School A,
located in a city in Chungcheongbuk-do in Korea, is one of Happy Seed Schools designated by
Chungcheongbuk-do Office of Education to promote the innovation of schools to improve the quality
of public education. This school is one of the early innovative schools in Chungcheongbuk-do, where
the activities of the teachers professional learning community(PLC) were very active and the
curriculum reconstruction was actively carried out. At the curriculum council, where all school
members gather together at the beginning of each school year, teachers analyze all achievement
standards for each grade level and create a curriculum by themes. These themes deal with the
important contents of each subject, but also include various contents that are emphasized in ESD.
The reconstructed curriculum and class contents are similarly and differentially performed in
classes of each grade level. Ecological education conducted in each grade level is as follows: In the
1st year, curricula related to 'Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter' were reconstructed, in the 3rd
year, the 'Butterfly Project' and 'Dispatch Earth Commandos' programs were conducted, and in the
5th year, the theme was 'Introducing Guryongsan Friends' which was reconstructed around the
'Biology and Environment' unit of science. These ecological education programs are planned,
reviewed and revised, implemented, reflected, and evaluated through a PLC with the participation
of teachers from each grade level. The core of the ecological education process through the whole
school approach of elementary school A is its close linkage and reconstruction of the national
curriculum based on the school’s needs, and the consultation and reflection process of teachers in
PLC that makes this possible. This process provides an opportunity to perform various theme-based
education related to sustainable development as well as ecological education in elementary school
A, and can deepen and develop the quality of the education performed in the whole school level.
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