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Environmental Education Practices in China’ s
National Parks:An Exploration of the Huangpi
Wetland Nature Trail in Qianjiangyuan - Baishanzu
National Park

Liao Hui-i (Shaoguan University, Guangdong, China)

Keywords: Environmental education; Wetlands; Nature trail; Qianjiangyuan -
Baishanzu National Park; Learning spaces

Abstract :

China launched its national park system in 2015 to integrate fragmented
reserves and reduce overlapping management, emphasizing “protection first,
education equally important, and public sharing.” Qianjiangyuan - Baishanzu
National Park, the only candidate site in Zhejiang Province, spans 75, 825 ha
across four counties. Within its Baishanzu section (50,529 ha), the Huangpi
Wetland—comprising forest, marsh and meadow ecosystems at elevations of
1,400 - 1,480 m—was selected as a pilot site for environmental education
practices.

This study explores how the concept of “learning spaces” can be
implemented through the design of wetland nature trails. Methods included
literature review, field surveys, design of trail infrastructure and
interpretive signage, and pilot outdoor workshops. Two thematic trails were
created: the Wetland Detective Trail, focusing on biodiversity and wetland
ecology, and the Forest Exploration Trail, emphasizing geology, geomorphology,
and landscape appreciation. An accompanying six—hour learning program was
designed with four units: (1) the water cycle, (2) formation of forests and
wetlands, (3) organism observation, and (4) creative reflection.

Results indicate that the trails support three dimensions of environmental
education: about the environment (knowledge), in the environment (experience),
and for the environment (values and action). Pilot sessions demonstrated the
trails’ potential for children and teenagers.

The study concludes that wetland nature trails are not only ecological
education facilities but also holistic learning spaces integrating
conservation, interpretation, and experiential learning. The Huangpi Wetland
case provides a practical model for national parks and wetland reserves
seeking to balance ecosystem protection with public education.
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