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A Historical Study on the Significance of "Nature”
in Early Childhood Education in Japan
—-from a Viewpoint of Environmental Education-

Michiko INOUE
Himejigakuin Women's Junior College

(SFRE19994E 5 15H)

The purpose of this paper is to examine whether early childhood education in Japan has included a
viewpoint of environmental education in the significance of "nature” as a factor of educational environment.
In the public history of carly childhood education shown in the several laws and guidelines, "nature” has
been recognized as an important factor, and its significance has been thought as fostering humanity or as
the base of science education, but the viewpoint of environmental education has not been found out. And
also the last "Guidelines for kindergarten education”(1989), which recognized the necessity of environmental
education in carly childhood historically for the first time, were insufficient for the curriculum contents
because they do not show new contents focusing on environmental education and do not value the significance
of “nature" sufficiently. However, the new “Guidelines for kindergarten education”(1998) are improved on
the viewpoint of environmental education. Therefore, it may be the next problem how to support children's

plays in nature at a practical level toward the goals of environmental education.
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