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Paddy field aquaria activities in Kumanogawa Elementary School

Shusaku MINATO
Kumanogawa Elementary School
(ZEH 199841 A 12H)

As environmental conditions change in fallow or abandoned paddy fields duc to ecological succession,
many kinds of aquatic species become threatened with extinction. With the aim of saving thesc cndangered
species, teachers and pupils of Kumanogawa clementary school in Wakayama prefecture conducted a scrics
of activities in which some fallow paddy fields were transformed into shallow ponds by weeding and the
removal of paddy soil. Pupils named the ponds “paddy field aquaria” because they were able to observe
many kinds of conserved and re-established aquatic organisms in them. They also cultivated rice in a
paddy field near the ponds and cclebrated a harvest festival in the fall. Through these activities, pupils
were given opportunitics to experience nature at firsthand: working for nature, playing with nawre, and
leamning about naturc. As a result thcy developed an awarcness of symbiosis with the natral environm-
ent.
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