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Global and Local Environments in Environmental Education
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From the viewpoint of distinguishing a local environment from a global one, presented is a framework
where distinction is established between environmental education in global perspective and that in local
perspective.  As a rule, environmental issues are raised based on differences of an actual aspect of an
environment from a desirable one: environmental education focuses on those differences. Usually, being
guided the Belgrade Charter (1976), cnvironmental education deals with the differences that are actually
realized in local surroundings in the first place, and ultimately aims at increase in number of persons
who can settle problems offered from a global environment point of view., In this strategy, a premise is
found: The global environment is similar to a local one, or a mere spatial scale factor makes the differ—
ence. The cnvironmental issues in the global perspective, however, cannot be reduced to those in the
local perspective because, while the global environment issues should be universal, a specified viewpoint,
i.e., culture, raises those of the local environment. Obviously, such viewpoints as raise local issues in
various places are incommensurable with each other, Hence, in environmental education, the global
environment issues must be distinguished from those of local environment. Environmental education should
consists of two types: environmental education in the global perspective and that in the local perspective.

To cast a reflection of the local environment issues on those of the global environment arouses conflicts
which may be hidden beyond the universality of the issues of environment in the global perspective. An
implication is also presented to overcome the problem in environmental education within a framework
based on structural linguistics, which argues that no environment is independent of language.

Key words: global environment, local environment, rationale for environmental education, structural
linguistics
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