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The Effects of Views of Nature and Experience of Nature
on One's Environmental Values
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The present study looked at 1357 college students, living either in Kanazawa or Tokyo, to examine
the determinants of their environmental values(i.e., their choices to solve environmental problems either
by conserving nature or resorting to technical intervention). More basically, we hypothesized that
undergraduates formed their environmental values based on four domains: 1)their views of nature, defined
as "to which he or she fecls natural”, 2)their behaviors towards nature and the environment, 3)their
childhood experiences in nature, and 4)their knowledge of environmental problems. Using factor analyses,
we found that the students appeared to judge levels of "naturalnass” based on the following five conditions
: how much was interrupted by people, how much nature was contained (in a particular thing), whether
a thing was animated or not, how much ccological influence it had. Furthermore, using multiple regres—
sion analyes with environmental value as a criterion variable, we found that undergraduates' affiliative
behaviors to nature and considerate behaviors to the environment were related to their environmental values.

Moreover, their views of nature and childhood experiences in nature were associated with their affiliative
behaviors to nature directly, and with environmental values indirectly. These findings suggest that
environmental education should consist of giving the student opportunities to experience nature and increase
their knowledge of natre.

Key words: affiliative behaviors to nature, environmental education, environmental values, experience
of nature, views of nature.
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