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A Consideration on the Pre 1895 History of the National Trust-intellectual genealogy of the
founders and the events during its foundation process-

Yohji, IWNAMOTO MA

Research Student, Rural History Centre / Faculty of Education,
University of Reading, UK.
(HH19984E 1 A12H)

The National Trust is the most successful and important voluntary conservation body in Europe. Its
long history provides us with invaluable experience, the basis for a wide ranging discussion of conserva-
tion issues, and the potential 1o learn and apply lessons from the past. However, this article focuses
on the early days beforc 1895 when, unexpectedly perhaps, many of its later characteristics were already
evident.

After summarising the background to the setting up of the Trust - the founders and landmark evems,
I suggest its defining characteristics were three-fold.

First, it may be scen as the movement to safeguard national heritage of great amenity value particular-
ly for the benefit of the less privileged. This was considered a matter of urgency, as thesc were
increasingly under threat from rapid social change,

Sccond, the Trust was realistic in its approach, even though its underlying vision was rather romantic.
The founders' great achievement was 1o accomplish this within the existing legal framework.

Third, it is noteworthy that this was a voluntary organisation capable of attracting nation-wide support.
This endowed the Trust with diversified, often well qualificd volunteers with a variety of know-how,
which has proved to be an enduring feature of it.

I was privileged to witness the centenary of the National Trust, and to enjoy ease of access 10 new-
ly published materials. | would like to express my sincere thanks to the authors I refer to, especially
to Mr M. Waterson,

The staff of the Rural History Centre, (Director, Professor E.J,T,Collins) have always provided
me with warm cncouragement and support. Professor Iwamoto, N, (Tokyo University) provided me with
useful guides and introduced me to Professor Yotsumoto, T (Saitama University), whose translation of
Fedden's book initiated my interest in this subject. 1 am especially grateful to Dr S.B.Ward and Dr
P.1.Dillon for patient guidance in recent years.
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