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The Economy./Ecology Dilemma and the Philosophical Background
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This paper explores three basic attitudes to economic growth and environmental conscrvation, thereby
helping to clarify the philosophical background of environmental educaticn in an industrial society.

The three philosophies are: (1) one that puts first priority on infinite economic growth neglecting
environmental constraints as if an ecological life-support system had unlimited capacity to accommodate
human economies: (2) one that tries to induce economic growth without causing ecological deterioration--
resource depletion and environmental pollution--largely by means of technological innovationiand (3) one
that tries to establish a way of life and a form of socicty that can be ecologically sustained
even at the sacrifice of a growth in GNP/GDP.

The paper scrutinizes the difference in philosophy between the second and the third positions in the
context of cducational activitics for conservation. Environmental cducation based on the second position can
be essentially different from that based on the third in theory and practice. This difference is crucially
important in developing programs for environmental education.

When bascd on the third philosophy, educational programs are to involve perspectives for a full-scale
change both in individual and collective value systems. The programs will be developed and conducted
on deeper questions as 10 the nature of the industrizl society, namely, the currently dominant structures
of economy, politics and culture. By contrast, environmental education, based on the sccond philosophy,
will avoid looking at the root causes of today's environmental and social “crisis” , and turn out to fail
to achieve an environmentally sustainable and socially cquitable future.
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