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On the Two-dimension Aspects of Environmental Education in Early Childhood
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Himeji Gakuin Women's Junior College
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Children in carly childhood (aged 3 to 5) have the following characteristics: (1) they recognize

the external world directly by using the five scnses: (2) they make the animistic image: (3) they are

fond of imitating adult behaviors; (4) they learn basic social customs. Based on these characteristics,

the goals of cnvironmental education in carly childhood should be "fostering a sensitivity to nature

objects, and a sensc caring for environment in daily activities”.

The introduction of environmental

education in carly childhood based on the above goals should be taken into account in all aspects of

the curriculum at the kindergarten and nursery levels.

Key Words: all aspects in daily activities, early childhood care and education, environmental educa-

tion, goals
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