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Japanese View of Nature
— On the Mentality Incapable of Taking an Objective View of Nature :
Mainly from a Viewpoint of Literary History —

Hiroaki ENOMOTO
Department of Teacher Education, Meijo University
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Environmental problems are regarded essentially a thought problem. The purpose of this paper is
to clarify the characteristics of Japanese view of nature that is incvitable theme when considering
cffective environmental cducation.

In the first place, thc meaning of the concept of “nature (SIZEN in Japanese)” was examined from
the historical perspective. Secondly, Japanesc mentality to notice great power overwhelming human
intellect in narure and to be in close contact with naturec on the other hand was disscussed. Final-
ly, Japanese mentality incapable of taking an objective view of nature was illustrated from a view
point of litcrary history.

Viewed in this light,it was pointcd out that “of-itsclf-worship” resulted from the primitive
mentality not to separatc oneself from nature and to trust in the natural power could be regarded
as the crucial disposition characterizing Japanese traditional view of nature.

Key words : environmental education, Japanesc mentality, Japanese view of nature, objective view of
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