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A Proposal on Environmental Education
from the Perspective of Intergenerational Inequity

Osamu OKU
Department of Marine Science and Technology,
Graduate School of Tokyo University of Fisheries
(EH4B 1993 7AITE - ZFEB 1994E1H6H)

Environmental probrems have two characteristics. They are; (1) environmental problems are
caused by adults, (2) but children suffer more than adults (That is intergenerational inequity). To
think about these things, education about environmental problems which hold human being's
viability in the future should do for adults, and had better not educate children. Because stuffing
gloomy information into children will smash their visions for the future, and further, it is undesirable
for character building. An education which children can feel mother nature is desirable. That's why,
children who lived close to nature would recognize the purpose for protecting nature when they
grapple with environmental problems.

For effective environmental education, we should take a viewpoint of “intergenerational inequity”
and distinguish children’s tasks from adult’s duty.
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