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A Study of Public's Images of Nature—Nonnature
and Nature Destruction

Haruo Sato
College of Agriculture, University of Osaka Prefecture

For purposes of surveying the public’s understanding of nature and nature destruction, a questionnaire was
mailed to approximately 2,000 persons in 1986 : a questionnaire inquiring about the strength of responders’
nature—nonnature images and nature destruction images towards 70 selected items. Completed questionnaire
were received from a total of 954 persons, 531 males, 415 females, and 8 persons failed to indicate sex.

Less disturbed areas such as the Primary Forest of Kasugayama (Nara Pref.) or Lake Akan (Hokkaido),
natural phenomena such as Spring Haze, and wildlife such as the Japanese Antelope, the Red Dragonfly or
Dandelion, etc. had the strongest nature images and the least nature destruction images, whereas large scale
construction projects such as Seaside Industrial Areas, the Meishin Highway, the New Kansai International
Airport, the Shinkansen (Bullet Train), etc., had the strongest nonnature and nature destruction images.

Among the items in which the strength of nature—nonnature images were more or less similar, the nature
destruction images of Mt. Rokko, Lake Biwa, Tall Goldenrod, Hunting, and the Yodo River, appeared to be
stronger than those of Tomato, Tulip, Ponds, Botanical Gardens, etc. On the other hand, Mt. Ikoma, Mt. Rokko,
and Lake Biwa received much stronger nature images as compared with items such as Nakanoshima Park, the
City of Kobe, the Zoo, and the Raising of Young Yellowtails, etc., whereas they are essentially similar to the
latter in regard to the strength of nature destruction images.

The young generation, persons up to 19 years old, tended to have stronger nature images and weaker nature
destruction images in comparison with persons aged 20—29 and 30—49. The older generation, persons 50 years
or older, were generally similar to the young genaration in regard to the strength of nature images, but their
nature destruction images were slightly stronger.

Members of conservation groups and anti—pollution organizations expressed much stronger nonnature and
nature destruction images towards Cryptomeria Forest, Golf Courses, Tall Goldenrod, Mt. Odaigahara Drive, etc.
in comparison with persons who do not belong to such organizations.

A Comparison of the results of this survey with a similar survey conducted in 1978, to which 404 peoples
responded, revealed significant shifts towards nature images and towards less nature destruction images in some
items such as Mt. Rokko, the Environmental Agency, Hunting, etc., whereas in items such as Spring Haze,
Botanical Gardens, Bonsai, and Seaside Industrial Areas, etc., there was little change.

Key words : nature—nonnature image, nature destruction, generation
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