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Theme “Sing the poem of the earth in Nature”

KUNIHIKO MIURA
Teacher Asahikawa Seien Junior High School

“Sing the poem of the earth in Nature.” is the slogan of Green Forum Asahikawa (GFA). A conservation
group called “Nature Conservation Society Mt. Daisetsu and the Ishikari” is responsible for GFA. GFA is a field
work school for elementaly shcool pupils. It has now 226 members. They are playing and or studying about
nature in the field once a month. Here in Asahikawa, coverd with snow more than five month a year, the
children are so active to go outside even under —20°C. Some members grow salmons fertilized eggs to fries in
their own houses during winter. Those small salmons are stocked in the Ishikari river by all the members at the
biginning of the spring every year. GFA has a problem that all the applicants are hardly accepted because of
the limited staff.

In the spring of 1991, another private field work school "Earthian club Asahikawa (ECA)" will be founded
here. In this club, the parents who are interested in the environmental education will be members themselves
and educate and support their children cooperatively, unlike GFA without parents members. We plan ECA
members, including their families not only to do field work but grow salmons, raise vegetables, plant trees and
clean up the environment as part of the global network of other field education groups.
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