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Literacy in Environmental Education

The notion of functional literacy has been long supported by literacy educators around the world. However, it
seems to be dangerous to take such a functional view on literacy (or especially literacy acquisition) for grantc;.d.
We should question why they call those who cannot read and write functional illiterates or neo-literates. Don't
those people function properly in a society? If not, aren't they admitted as real human beings in a society?

I often see that literacy and development are used in parallel. This seems to suggest that the main purpose
of making people literate is to make them function effectively in our highly economical seciety. In such a
context, we only need ‘literacy-for-communiqué® which is basically oriented towards one-way communication.
But if we take Freire's pedagogy, we need to have constant dialogues, which is based on “literacy-for-communi-
cation.”

Unesco tries to apply such pedagogy to their literacy education. In their literacy education materials, we can
find many teaching materials which are oriented towards environmental education. Here, we learn that literacy
education and environmental education are inseparable.

In the present paper, I try to show how we should be careful in accepting a functional view on literacy,
especially when we provide (environmental) education. As environmental protection and environmental
development often contradict, literacy-for-communication and national economic development also seem to
contradict themselves.

Key Words: Environmental education, Environmental literacy, Functional literacy.
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&1 [£FBREFIR] : Useful & Simple Knowledge for Everyday Living.
Asian Cultural Centre for Unesco (ACCU), Tokyo 1986.

-

USEFUL & SIMPLE
KNOWLED

IVING

1.Whon you have troubls: pu[llng up weads

" 2.4 you have no. candles
en there is-a

3.if the thread wili: notpass Blmmhly
ﬂmghﬂmsawlng

4.To uge kitchen:fual: ma'elfecﬂvely

6.To lay bricks 80: thuth;wlll sat ﬂrmly

6.What can you do when your child has diarhea?

7. To c!ean dirty water for drinking. .

8.To draw water easily from a well with a bucket. .

9.Whan you have to bring down a high faver. ..

10.
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g2 (A< 4+HxDOFMAE] : Use of Gas from Daily Wastes (ACCU, 1985).

[Egg‘u%?ieor? Facility] ~  Gossoneraton tank =

Storage tank

oriond crITre, e wh WS e, Ui e, e, | ' waste
placs, ot axc. ot ot b et matenats

HE3 [KOLE] : The Life of Water, (ACCU, 1983).

Urerydey, we une wetw E Svday. whey Ch0es. 413
Betwy. 13 Crasves w1 (o FWNED I 1LY we LocT

Ve pen ureergraad wezw by dgng 8 ek
R sowies 12 e G ercd bacomes UndorId wose.

M4 sy — 2] : Let’s Plant Trees, (ACCU, 1986).

_LET'S PLANT 1R

T

EES
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