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Ethics, Education and Language in Relationship to the Environment
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This disquisition attempts to investigate ethics, education and language in relationship to the

environment., It is not a study of off the shelf “environmental ethics” or “environmental education”

per se, but rather, it observes the ground from which ethics and education grow. This ground shall
be called the “ecstatic mode of being,” namely, a non-self-centered mode of being. In the quest for
this state. relationships between nature and human beings are viewed from a radical standpoint.

First, relationships between nature and human beings serve as a foundation. Subsequently,

1

relationships between human beings are based on this foundation. The intersection of these double
relationships is the axis of this argument. Three concrete angles comprise the axis. Firstly, from an

environmental ethics standpoint, the phrase “I am true in the way that the grass and trees are

true” (Takamura Koutaro) is considered. Secondly. from an environmental education standpoint, the
matter of “oneness” is probed. Finally, from a language standpoint, the restrictions inherent in

language itself, and in particular the word “environment,” are clarified.
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