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Exploring a concept of “Participatory Learning™ in Environmental education
for “Education for Sustainable Development”
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Participatory learning is one of the methods that have been applied to various pedagogic disci-
plines including international understanding. development, and human rights since 1970s. Recently in
the field of environmental education, participatory learning has started to be introduced as a method
to learn community/neighborhood-building and development,

This paper approaches the notion of participatory learning in the field of environmental education
with theoretical discussion, taking into a perspective of education for sustainable development, or
ESD. The discussion. drawing on the knowledge and insights from the education of international
understanding, identifies that the participatory learning has a characteristic that grows “the rela-
tionship of men = nature — society”™ in a comprehensive manner, based on the learners’ social partic-
ipation competence. Further more, from the observation of overseas case studies, the paper argues
the importance of redefining and recapturing the notion of participatory learning as a way of encour-
aging the learner empowerment, by having the pedagogical contents interface with “the education
of citizenship” when we are to develop a methodology for the environmental education involving the
perspective of ESD.

Based on these discussions, the paper demonstrates a framework of the notion of participatory
learning in the environmental education that is oriented to ESD. It is hoped that this humble study
will contribute to stimulate the discussion of the study of pedagogical method in the field of the envi-
ronmental education.
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