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“Significant Life Experiences™ (SLE) is a research area of environmental education aiming to iden-
tify formative influences in the life of each individual who is obviously demonstrating Responsible
Environmental Behavior (REB). We chose 188 environmental educators as the subjects for the first
SLE research in Japan. On the other hand. we also chose 25 subjects from users of a community cen-
ter as control group. We asked about their REB and their SLE during workshops and in interviews,
According to the results, the six major REB categories were : consumerism. experiencing nature,
promotion, participation, profession and leaning. The nine major SLE categories were: experiencing
nature, negative experience, family, friends, school, profession, books/media, organization and travel-
ing. There was a difference to a certain degree in the ratio of REB and SLE categories between the
standard subjects and the controls. In addition in interview with twelve Environmental educators, all
of them reported they spent many hours in natural area accessible on daily basis in their childhood
and university years. Some of them suggested there are two types of SLE such as ‘fundamental
SLE’" and ‘direct influential SLE’. The former are experiences which form their environmental sen-
sitivity in the days of childhood and youth. The later are experiences which trigger their environ-
mental actions.

Potentials in this research are not only to extract information on such formative influence as one of
lifelong learning processes, but also to investigate a new learning process in environmental education
through reviewing one’s life history. This is first SLI research in Japan, and the most important
task is to discuss and find out the role this research may play Japanese academic world of environ-

mental education.

Key words: Experiencing Nature, learning process, lifelong learning. Responsible Environmental
Behavior. Significant Life Experiences
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1.3 10.6 9.7 16,0
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BAkSR (NE) 70 15.4 14 3.1 64 14.1 148 | 326
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