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Abstract

On October 3, 2003, an international symposium entitled “Biodiversity Conservation and its
Contribution to Environmental Education: Learning from Advanced Examples of New Zealand™ was
sponsored by The Japanese Society of Environmental Education. More than 120 participants joined
the symposium. This special issue of the journal consists of papers written by the three invited
speakers from New Zealand as well as the two organizers of the symposium. As a chairperson of the
symposium, the author of this paper will summarize. i) the purpose of the symposium, 2) a brief
introduction of the conservation activities of the contributors to this special issue, including a
summary of the important aspects of their respective papers, and 3) lessons learned from advanced
conservation activities in New Zealand, and possible applications within the Japanese environmental
education community.

Loss of biodiversity is a key global environmental issue. and the necessity to conserve biodiversity
is already well recognized throughout most of the world. As a result, 184 of the 191 countries in the
world have already ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity, and most of these countries have
already begun to implement a National Biodiversity Strategy created specifically for their own
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country. However, every country is facing the difficult challenge of turning the tide of this loss of
biodiversity.

New Zealand is known as one of the most advanced countries in stepping forward to stem this
loss of diversity. Dr. Glen Lauder led the development of New Zealand's Biodiversity Strategy, and
mentioned in his paper how the strategy was developed and how different facets were coordinated.
Mr. Stephen Fuller described a community initiative involving the development of a wild life
sanctuary in the capital city of New Zealand. designed using a unique fence and involving the
removal of all invasive predators.

Mr. Paul Jansen described various innovations of the Kakapo Project, a project whose goal is to
conserve this endemic. endangered flag species through community-based environmental education.
Ms. Uchida overviewed public awareness and environmental education in New Zealand throughout
the last twenty years, as well as changes in government policies and major environmental
movements.

The central messages of these papers give us the opportunity to reconsider the important aspects
and elements of environmental education, and may be useful when we design and implement
environmental education projects in Japan. They are. 1) Varied approaches of biodiversity
conservation — such as problem-solving and community based/collaborative learning within various
sectors of the community — are integral parts of environmental education; 2) Biodiversity
conservation is the action component of environmental education. It enriches the environment and
also equates education with sustainability; 3) We should approach conservation through emphasizing
process as well as outcome: this results in changes in behavior, attitudes and values: 4) These
approaches towards biodiversity inspire pride for all sectors of the community, because cach
individual and group’s effort contributes to a shared national outcome and heritage.
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