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The Significance of Food and Agriculture Learning as Environmental Education
at the Early Childhood Level

Michiko INOUE*
Kinki Welfare University *
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Hiromi

There exist few reports on food and agriculture learning at the early childhood level. Food and
agriculture learning also secems to function as environmental education at the early childhood level.
In reality, the practices followed in the Harappa nursery school of Nishinomiya City. Hyogo
Prefecture. could be evaluated as environmental education in terms of the following three aspects: (1)
children can interact with nature by means of their bodies and five senses. (2) children can
experience the social and cultural aspects involving “food™ and “agriculture.” (3) children can
interact with various people. In order to create widespread awareness of food and agriculture
learning among kindergariens and nursery schools, first, the kindergarten or nursery teachers have
to recognize the significance of food and agriculture learning. Further. they should enter into
partnerships with those involved in agriculture and perform the continual practices in their farms
throughout the year.

Key words: agriculture, environmental education at the early childhood level. food. nursery school
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