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A Methodology of Environmental Education Studies Concerned
with a Basic Agricultural Complex

Mikio KIMATA
Field Studies Institute for Environmental Education, Tokyo Gakugei University

Environmental education studies are a kind of holistic discipline, which suggests and supports
conservation and creative activity for the environment through learning about it. [t is important to
transfer natural and cultural heritage, scientific and traditional knowledge to the next generation, to
create a sustainable society and to decrease environmental load, so that we can live comfortably. In
particular, the basic agricultural complex is the most important key concept for learning
environment.

Four working models on environmental education were developed as a result of expeditions and
educational activities on basic agricultural complexes at home and abroad. The first model is a
flowchart from ingredients to foods. the second a whole framework of learning programs. the third a
scheme of rural community ecomuseum, and the fourth a lifelong curriculum for learning about the
environment. Many studies, which included a basic agricultural complex as the core concept, were
conducted using these four working models and then a methodology of environmental education
studies was drawn up. The environmental education studies cited are directly supported by the
three main disciplines of developmental psychology. cultural anthropology and critical pedagogy.
Also environmental education studies require the integrating of environment studies, relating
interdisciplinary sciences (e.g. ecology. geography). and analysis of basic sciences (e.g. natural
science).
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