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Analysis of Theoretical Statements on the Environmental Education
at the Early Childhood Level in the 1990s in Japan

Michiko INOUE
Kinki Welfare University
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This paper analyzed how the environmental education at the early childhood level had been
treated theoretically in 1990s in Japan. As a result, the following recommendations were shown to
progress the practice of environmental education at the early childhood level: (1) to propose a new
concept of the environmental education at the early childhood level which is suited for the actual
trends of environmental education and early childhood education. (2) to advance base-researches
about the necessity of the environmental education from infancy (3) to do practical researches
through partnerships among the specialists of environmental education, early childhood educators,
and researchers. As the next stage. analyses should be advanced on the past practices at
kindergartens and nursery schools done in 1990s, the trends of government guidelines, the education
in the training schools of early childhood educators. and the social backgrounds involving the
unification of kindergartens and nursery schools.
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