mERX [EEHE] & [FHEE] OBSE
—ERICY V=5 XICEITNT—

aly -
e RO E ST

The Concept Model of Environmental Education and Outdoor Education:
Based on ERIC Thesaurus
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Because of lack of appreciation of the concepts of environmental education and outdoor education,
these concepts have been regarded by some researchers as inseparable concepts. To show the differ-
ences and similarities, some concept models had been presented. It seems, however, that these mod-
els were not based on objective data. Thus, it is difficult to support that these models are objective.
New concept models based on objective data are presented in this paper. Based on these models,
this paper tries to reveal the correlatively and differences of environmental education and outdoor
education, the process of change of concepts of environmental education and outdoor education and
related concepts, and to propose further prospect.

In this paper. the series of environmental education refers to a group of concepts consisting of en-
vironmental education, conservation education and environmental interpretation. On the other hand.
outdoor education and adventure education belong to the series of outdoor education.

Analysis indicates that the series of environmental education are expanding its related descriptors
dramatically and each concepts of the series has unique viewpoint. On the other hand. the series of
outdoor education do not show much upward trend. The series might have entered a period of
stabil-ity or mature phase, or drifted into a period of stagnation.

Interrelationship between environmental education and outdoor education per se is found. How-
ever, it is difficult to support that environmental education and outdoor education are strongly inter-
related since there are few shared descriptors between these two concepts. and many of them
belong to either the series of environmental education or that of outdeoor education only. Further
study to reveal the development of these concepts will be necessary.
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