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Dual Decision Making Process of Environment-risk Behavior and the Influence of Prototype
Perception of the Environmentally Nonconscious Person

Shoji OHTOMO

Graduate School of Environment Studies, Nagoya University

(ZBEH20034:12H 8 H)

The purpose of this study is to examine determinants of environment-risk behavior. Rational decision models
(e.g. Hirose, 1994) can predict environment-conscious behaviors, but is insufficient to explain the environmental
risk behaviors which are implemented by non-rational decision making. This study’s tentative model is outlined as
follows. The environmental risk behaviors are based on the dual process of rational and non-rational decision
making. The former process contains risk perception, subjective norm and behavioral expectation, and does the
last process evaluation of prototype perception and situational intention. 171 undergraduate students are surveyed
by questionnaires, and 164 responses were obtained (96%). The major findings were as follows. a) Environment-
risk behavior is based on rational and situational decision making process. b) Prototype perception affected those
two processes. This study discussed that the environmental education for cncouraging knowledge was
insufficient, while the educations of affecting prototype perception of the environmentally nonconscious person
should be emphasized.

Key words . environment-risk behavior, prototype perception, rational decision making,
situational decision making
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