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An Introduction of the History of Nature Game's Progress
as an Environmental Education Program in Japan

Shin-ichi FURIHATA
Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology Graduate School / Japan Nature Game Association
(SEHH 20024712 H 22H)

This research focuses on Nature Games, which began in Japan in 1986, when the Naturalist Society of
Japan met the "Sharing Nature Program, " developed by an Amcrican naturalist Joseph Comell. Today,
the Japan Nature Game Association has over 8,200 members and 188 local branches.

This research contributes to the clarification of the origin, history, and structure of the educational
practices of Nature Games. 1 made extracts from the common philosophies of Joseph Cornell and the
Nawralist Society of Japan. I madc it clear that Nature Games has three principles—— "Nature Awareness”,
"Sharing”, and "Flow Learning" as it's philosophical characteristics. ] showed five steps of development
within the progress of the Japan Nature Game Association from 1982 to today. I studied a structure of
learning based on three levels of educational programs-formal, nonformal, and informal, as shown by P.
H. Coombs in 1973. As a result of this approach, I found that Nature Game, as an adult education can
promote self-realization, as well as inter-recognition between the learners, and can build independence
through offering these three leaming levels step by step.

I applied Nature Games practices to a chart of environmental ethics by Shuichi Kito (1999) He had
taken up the three principles shown by Yuichi Inoue (1999) ‘“Environmental Sustainability”, “Social Justice”,
and "Ontological Richness” and adapted each of them to each of three relations of "nature-human”, "
human-human”, and “individual-whole”. As a result of this study, I found that Nature Game already
aimed at environmental sustainability in "naturc-human” relations, has transformed to include "human-

human" relations and "social justice” through activities of its local branches.

Key Words: Nature game, Joseph Cornell, Flow Learning, Nature Awarencss, Sharing
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