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An Analisis of Progress in the First Phase Environmental Education
and Studies Mailing List

Satoshi ICHIKAWA
Faculty of Education, Shiga University
(2B 200246 H10H)

The author was taking the first phase of 'Environmental Education and Studies Mailing List (ees)’ into practice
as the administrator from 14 March 1997 10 24 May 2000.

The following points were clarified by analyzing an experience of "ees”. a) Members were increased in the first
half of its period, and it was stable about 300 members in the later half, b) It was a network between formal and
non-formal sector, because about one third of members was school teachers, about one third was people in local
governments. educational centers, the other facilities and companies, and about one third was university
researcher and student. ¢) The average of posted E-mails was 2.6 per day. d) The number of E-mails and members
who posted E-mails was larger in the first half than the later half. e) It changed from a network into information
media, because non-interactive E-mails such as information of EE events were increased in the later half, instcad
of interactive E-mails. f) The administrator actively participated the discussion on ML by exchanging many
interactive E-mails in the first half, rather than the later half. g) Topics, discussed in the intcractive E-mails, were
concerning to basic concepts and ideas on EE, educational materials, methods and programs on EE, timely
eventual topics like "COP3" and knowledge about environmental issues related to EE practices.

Considering to focus on the role of administrator for fostering interaction, the administrator should participate
ML as a facilitator, maintain a good atmosphere in which cach member can 1alk with, submit appropriate topics to
ML. Also creating Internet website for ML will contribute 1o foster the interaction.

Key Words : Environmental Education Network, Mailing List, Internet
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