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Determinants of children's waste-reduction behavior

Kayo YORIFUJI  Yukio HIROSE
Graduate School of Environmental Studies, Nagoya University
(ZFL 20024 6 J1100)

The purpose of this study is lo examine determinants of children’s waste-reduction behavior. It is applied Hirose
(1995)’s two-step model of environment-conscious behavior and attempted to compare with parent (or caregiver)'s
behavior. According to Hirose (1995), the decision making process for environment-conscious behavior has two
phases; the first phase is forming pro-environmental attitude based on three environmental cognitions (cognition
of risk, responsibility and efficacy), the second is evaluating three characteristics of the environment-conscious
behavior (feasibility, cost and social norm). Reviewing studies of children's environment-conscious behavior, it is
found that their determinants correspond with determinants of Hirose’s model. Thus, the hypothesis of this study
is that Hirose's model explains children's determinants of waste-reduction behavior as well as parents’
determinants. 351 pairs of 4th to 6th grade children and their parents were surveyed at two elementary schools in
N city by using questionnaires. The major findings were as follows. Children’s waste-reduction behavior is
affected by their evaluation of behavior's characteristics and waste-reduction attitude. Children's waste-reduction
attitude is affected by environmental cognition and social norm. It is concluded that childrens’ and parents’
determinants of waslte-reduction behavior has almost same structure that main determinants of waste-reduction
behavior are the evaluations of behavior's characterislics (evaluation of feasibility, cost and social norm).

Key words : environment-conscious behavior, parent-child correspondence, waste-reduction
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