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Environmental Education at the Senior Secondary Level in Victoria State, Australia

Takuji TERADA  Robert L. WALLIS
School of Ecology & Environment, Deakin University, Victoria, AUSTRALIA
(SEFRH20014£10H31H)

Victorian sccondary school has a special subject about Environmental Education that is called "VCE
Environmenial Studies”, but there is nothing like that in Japanese high schools.

Terada and Wallis have investigaled the actual condition of VCE Environmental Studies to carry forward
environmental education in Japanese high schools.

"VCE Environmental Studies” has been a practical subject underpinned by the education for sustainability
and characterized by work requirements. It is also popular among cnrolled students. However, it has the
problem that the number of students, who cnroll it, has decreased in the relation with the subjects needed
for the entrance of universitics.

When wrestling with the environmental education in the high schools in Japan, we should consider break-
ing down the boundary of subjects and separating from the entrance examination of universitics. From the
point of view we should promote the environmental education to be taken into the "Period for Integrated
Study", which will be supposed to be carried out by the national curriculum standards in 2003,

In order to do well the environmental study in the "Period for Integrated Study”, we think conscnsus
about environmental education, evaluation sysiem centered on the process of the learning, various backup
systems e.g. web pages for environmental information and facilities of practical works and flexibility of

class timetables are essential.
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