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An Analysis of Teaching "Global Warming / Climate Change” in a High School

Nobuhide FUIII
Faculty of Agriculture, Kyoto Prefectural University

(SZHEH200241 1 8 1)

Although the importance of environmental education has been widely recognized in school education,
few studics of teaching “global warming / climate change™ in a high school science class have been
reported . The author taught “global warming / climate change” in a high school in 1998 and 1999 and
analyzed the structure of the lessons, the teaching materials, and a questionnaire the students filled out.

The cight lessons dealt with “the fundamental mechanism of climate change and the sitvation in the
world", "the situation in Japan”, "social activities and systems to cope with climate change”, and “individual
actions” successively. The author showed various kinds of NHK videotapes, which seem to be more
effective than the printed materials in understanding the situation.

The questionnaire revealed a good response of the students, showing about 85% positive evaluation of
“uscfulness of the lessons™

"Empowerment” means to make people aware of the existence of resources and the access to them, and
to make them behave independently with more confidence of themselves. Only 1o show the existence of
problems is considered to lead to the powerlessness of the students. Therefore it is very important to show
them the existence of the resources and the access to them. In the lessons the author showed the students
the social activities and individual actions in everyday life for solving climate change, empowering the
students.

It is important to form environmental education in the point of view of empowerment of students.

Key words: climate change, high school, empowerment, powerlessness
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