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The Biggest Problem Confronting Environmental Education:
Clobalization and Unsustainable Society

Kazuhiro NITTA
Interdisciplinary Research Institution for Global Citizen Education

(ZHH20024E 1 H 8 H)

The purpose of this paper is to argue about the tendency of globalization as the biggest problem for
environmenial cducation at present, and to show the alternative strategy to counter such globalization from
the side of environmental education.

Since the overwhelming power of globalization has a possibility 1o bring unsustainable society, and not
to need persons creating sustainable society in principle, we have to construct the cnvironmental education
as alternative stratcgy which counters the structural power of globalization. The question we have 1o ask
here is how environmental education counters globalization by the useful stralegic position in the four of
social stages in Japan. Then, we discuss on the global good governance in the international stage, the
linkage practice learning and sustainable community based on systematic policy in the domestic stage, the
participation in local or community governance in the stage of actors, and the potential of civil society
organization in the stage of (global) civil society through environmental education as alternative strategy.

In conclusion, we need thc new environmental education in the age of globalization beyond the
conventional environmental education which is not capable of countering globalization.
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