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A Comparison Between Environmental Education Administration of
Japan and The U.S.A. by using questionnaire
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Our research aims 1o compare the environmental education administration of Japan to that of the U.S.
A.. We sent a questionnaire to all state govemments in the U.S.A. and all prefectural governments in
Japan. This questionnaire survey contained questions about the conditions and problems of e¢nvironmental
education administration and about the cooperation between the departments of education with other
organizations. The following conclusions that can be made from our research are:

1) U.S.A. is ahead in systems of environmental education administration and grants to environmental
education. But Japan excceds the U.S.A. in in-service teacher training by prefectural (state) govemm-
ents and 1eaching material developed by prefectural (state) governments.

2) In the U.S.A., there is closer cooperation between state departments of education with universities
and other state agencies compared 1o Japan.

3) In both nations, it is recognized that a lack of teacher training and of sufficient funds creates a

major obstacle for the effective administration of environmental education.
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