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A Study of Institutionalization of Kowgai Education in Japan
Masahiro TAKAHASHI* Osamu ABE**
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In this paper, conditions and issues, which made the Kowgai (pollution, public nuisance) education
effective, were considered by using the process of institutionalization of Kowgai education after the initial
stage when it was not included in school education. In the process of this analysis, an 'Institutional
approach’, which is a framework of administrative rescarch was adopted, and by using this analytical
framework, the developmental process of Kowgai education was rearranged. As a result, the following
three stages were found. The first stage was that the Kowgai education did not exist in the ‘institution
(school education)’. The second stage was that the ‘institution (school education)’ was criticized by the '
environment (public opinion, etc)’ for putting Kowgai issues into the 'institution’. The third stage was
that the ‘organization (course of study)'. which is responsible for provisions to move the ‘institution (school
cducation)’, was corrected for ‘policy’ seiting. It was also mentioned that the interaction between the
corrected ‘organization (course of study)' and the ‘environment (public opinion etc.)' through 'policy’ is
needed so as to establish a new ‘organization (course of siudy)' and further the ‘inslitutionalization’ in the

fourth stage. In examination, the methods for the effective progress of institutionalization were considered.
Key Words: Environmemal Education, institutionalization, Kowgai Education, pollution, public nuisance
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